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 French Water Dog 
Barbet 

Portuguese Water Dog 
Cao de agua Portugues 

Spanish Water Dog 
Perro de agua español 

General 
Appearance 
 
 

A dog of medium size and 
proportions with characteristic 
thick woolly, 
coat and given to waviness 
which protects him from cold 
and damp. The coat forms a 
beard on the chin to which the 
breed owes its name. 

Slightly longer than tall,  a 
medium-sized, sturdy, 
athletic swimming 
dog.  
 

Robust, medium sized 
dog with well developed 
muscle due to regular 
exercise. Well 
proportioned,  
the profile is rectilinear; 
distinctive coat. 

Size, 
Proportion, 
Substance 
 
 

Height at the withers: 
Dogs: 22-25.5 inches (58-
65cm) 
Bitches: 20-24 inches (53-61 
cm) 
 

Height at the withers: 
Dogs between 19.5 inches 
and 22.5 inches (50-57 cm)  
Bitches between 16.5 
inches and 20.5 inches (43-
52 cm)  

Height at withers: Dogs 
17.5 - 19.5 inches (44- 50 
cm) 
Bitches 15.5- 18 inches 
(40-46 cm) 
 

Head The coat on the head must fall 
to the bridge of the nose. The 
beard is long and ample; the 
profuse moustache covers the 
whole muzzle. Skull: 
round and broad. Stop: 
pronounced. Muzzle: quite 
square. The bridge 
of nose is broad and short. 
Lips: thick, pigmented, 
completely covered by long 
hair. The pigmentation of the 
mucous membranes may be 
black 
or brown. Jaws/teeth: Jaws of 
equal length. Scissors bite. 
Strong teeth. Incisors well 
developed and well aligned. 
Eyes: round, preferably dark 
brown. Ears: set on low  

Well proportioned and 
massive. Skull: Seen in 
profile it is slightly longer 
than the muzzle, its 
curvature more 
accentuated at the back 
than in front. Muzzle: Is 
narrower at the nose than 
at its base. The stop, which 
is well defined, is slightly 
further back the inner 
corner of the eyes. Nose: 
Wide. Nostrils 
well open and finely 
pigmented. Black or brown 
Lips: Thick.  Jaws/teeth: 
Strong and scissor bite. 
Canines strongly 
developed. Eyes: Medium 
sized, set well apart and a 
bit obliquely, roundish and 

Strong, carried with 
elegance. Skull: Flat with 
only slightly marked 
occipital crest.. Stop: 
Facial-cranial 
depression gentle, only 
slightly marked. Face: 
Profile is rectilinear. 
Nose: Nostrils well 
defined. Nose is of the 
same colour or slightly 
darker than the darkest 
tone of the coat. Lips: 
Well fitting; labial corners 
well 
defined. Teeth: Well 
formed, white, with well 
developed canines. Eyes: 
Slightly oblique position, 
of a hazel to chestnut 
colour, 
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neither prominent nor 
sunken.  
Ears: Leather heart-
shaped, 
thin in texture and set well 
above the line of the eyes.  

Ears: Set at medium 
height, triangular and 
drooping. 

Neck, Topline, 
Body 

Neck: Short and strong 
Back:  Very slightly convex. 
Loin: arched, short and strong. 
Croup: 
rounded in profile. Chest: 
broad, developed, quite deep, 
rounded ribcage. 

Neck: Straight, short, nicely 
rounded. Strongly muscled.  
Withers: Wide and not 
prominent. Back: Short 
and nicely joined to the 
croup. Abdomen: Held well 
up in a graceful line. 
Croup: Well formed and 
only slightly inclined with 
hips. 

Robust. Topline: Straight. 
Withers: Hardly marked.  
Back: Straight and 
powerful. Croup: Slightly 
sloping. Chest: Broad and 
well let down - ribs 
well arched. 
Underline: Belly slightly 
tucked up. 

Forequarters Shoulders: sloping. The 
scapulo-humeral angle varies 
from 110 to 115°. 
Upper Arm: strong and 
muscular. Lower arm: straight, 
strong, 
perpendicular, completely 
covered by long hair. Strong 
bone structure. 

Shoulder: Well inclined 
and very strongly muscled. 
Upper Arm: Strong and of 
regular length, parallel to 
the medial body 
line. Forearm: Long and 
strongly muscled. Knee: 
Heavy boned, wider 
in front than at the side. 
Pastern: Long and strong. 

Shoulders: Well muscled 
and oblique. Upper Arm: 
Sturdy. Elbows: Close to 
the chest and parallel. 
Forearms: Straight and 
sturdy. Pastern: Straight, 
rather short.  
 

Hindquarters Upper thigh: slight slope, well 
muscled. Hocks: set low. Well 
angulated. Metatarsus: well 
upright. Feet: round, broad, 
covered with 
hair. 

Thigh: Strong and of 
regular length. 
Very strongly muscled. 
Thigh bone parallel to the 
medial bodyline. 
Second Thigh: Long and 
strongly muscled, parallel 
the medial body line. 
Decidedly inclined from 
front to back. All the 
tendons well developed. 

Thigh: Perfectly vertical 
with not too pronounced 
angulations and muscles. 
Upper thighs: Long and 
well muscled. Second 
thighs: Well developed. 
Hock joint: Well let 
down. 
Hock: Short, lean and 
perpendicular to the 
ground. Hind feet: As the 
forefeet. 

Tail  Slightly raised, carried above 
the horizontal when the dog is 
in action, low set, forming a 
slight hook at the tip. 

Thick at the base and 
tapering; medium setting. 
It should not reach down 
below the hock. When the 
dog is attentive the tail 
should 
be held in a ring.  

Set at medium height. 
Docking must be done at 
the height of the 2nd to 
the 4th caudal vertebra. 
 

Coat Long, woolly and curly, 
forming cords. The coat is 
profuse and, in 
its natural state, covers the 
entire body. That is a 

Profuse coat, of strong 
hair, covering the whole 
body evenly, except for 
the under-arms and groin 
where it is thinner. 

Distinctive coat which is 
curly and woolly in 
texture. Curly when 
short and may form 
cords when long.  
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particular breed 
characteristic. For all time, the 
Barbet has been clipped in 
order to ease his work and 
lifestyle. According to how he 
is used, the 
Barbet can present different 
appearances. 

There are two varieties of 
coat: 
The hair is fairly long, 
wavy, rather loose with a 
slight sheen. 
 The hair is shorter, forms 
compact cylindrical curls, 
thickly 
planted and somewhat 
lusterless.  

The coat should not be 
clipped for aesthetic 
purposes, it should look 
natural. 

Colours Solid black, grey, chestnut 
brown, fawn, pale fawn, white 
or 
more or less pied. All shades 
of red-fawn and pale fawn are 
permitted 
preferably the whole body 
should be the same shade. 

Colours are black, white 
and various tones of 
brown; also combinations 
of 
black, or brown with white. 
There is no undercoat 

Solid: White, black and 
chestnut in their 
different shades. 
Bicoloured : White and 
black or white and brown 
in their different 
shades.  
Tricoloured subjects, and 
black and tan as well as 
hazelnut and tan dogs 
are not admitted. 

Gait Easy movement, the limbs 
moving in line with the body. 
Medium length foreleg stride 
with good thrust from the 
hindquarters 

The trotting gait should be 
effortless, balanced and 
sound. The walking gait is 
light with short steps and 
the gallop energetic. 

The preferred gait is a 
trot. 

Temperament Even temperament, neither 
aggressive nor nervous, 
tractable. Very devoted to his 
master. Good mixer. Loves 
water. 

An animal of spirited 
disposition he is self-willed, 
brave and very resistant to 
fatigue. Exceptionally 
intelligent and a loyal 
companion, he does his 
job with facility and 
obvious pleasure. 

Faithful, obedient, gay, 
hard working, watchful 
and well balanced. 


