
Water Dog Comparison 
 

 

  
 

 French Water Dog 
Barbet 

Portuguese Water Dog 
Cao de agua Portugues 

Spanish Water Dog 
Perro de agua español 

General 
Appearance 
 
 

A dog of medium size and 
propor ons with characteris c 
thick woolly, 
coat and given to waviness 
which protects him from cold 
and damp. The coat forms a 
beard on the chin to which the 
breed owes its name. 

Slightly longer than tall,  a 
medium-sized, sturdy, 
athl c swimming 
dog.  
 

Robust, medium sized 
dog with well developed 
muscle due to regular 
exercise. Well 
propor oned,  
the profile is rec linear; 
dis nc ve coat. 

Size, 
Propor on, 
Substance 
 
 

Height at the withers: 
Dogs: 22-25.5 inches (58-
65cm) 
Bitches: 20-24 inches (53-61 
cm) 
 

Height at the withers: 
Dogs between 19.5 inches 
and 22.5 inches (50-57 cm)  
Bitches between 16.5 
inches and 20.5 inches (43-
52 cm)  

Height at withers: Dogs 
17.5 - 19.5 inches (44- 50 
cm) 
Bitches 15.5- 18 inches 
(40-46 cm) 
 

Head The coat on the head must fall 
to the bridge of the nose. The 
beard is long and ample; the 
profuse moustache covers the 
whole muzzle. Skull: 
round and broad. Stop: 
pronounced. Muzzle: quite 
square. The bridge 
of nose is broad and short. 
Lips: thick, pigmented, 
completely covered by long 
hair. The pigmenta on of the 
mucous membranes may be 
black 
or brown. Jaws/teeth: Jaws of 
equal length. Scissors bite. 
Strong teeth. Incisors well 
developed and well aligned. 
Eyes: round, preferably dark 
brown. Ears: set on low  

Well propor oned and 
massive. Skull: Seen in 
profile it is slightly longer 
than the muzzle, its 
curvature more 
accentuated at the back 
than in front. Muzzle: Is 
narrower at the nose than 
at its base. The stop, which 
is well defined, is slightly 
further back the inner 
corner of the eyes. Nose: 
Wide. Nostrils 
well open and finely 
pigmented. Black or brown 
Lips: Thick.  Jaws/teeth: 
Strong and scissor bite. 
Canines strongly 
developed. Eyes: Medium 
sized, set well apart and a 
bit obliquely, roundish and 

Strong, carried with 
elegance. Skull: Flat with 
only slightly marked 
occipital crest.. Stop: 
Facial-cranial 
depression gentle, only 
slightly marked. Face: 
Profile is rec linear. 
Nose: Nostrils well 
defined. Nose is of the 
same colour or slightly 
darker than the darkest 
tone of the coat. Lips: 
Well fi ng; labial corners 
well 
defined. Teeth: Well 
formed, white, with well 
developed canines. Eyes: 
Slightly oblique posi on, 
of a hazel to chestnut 
colour, 
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